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Abstract:

With the rapid development of education and technology, integrating practical learning into curricula has
become essential for developing students' skills and enhancing their applied abilities. Applied sciences are
essential tools for understanding the world around us, and physics is at the forefront of these sciences due to its
pivotal role in explaining natural phenomena and connecting students to modern technological developments.
This study demonstrates the critical importance of practical activities in teaching physics, as they are an
effective tool for improving the quality of education and enhancing the level of achievement of secondary
school students. The study also highlights the role of virtual laboratories as an integrated means that enriches
the contemporary educational field. Based on this importance, the study aimed to survey the opinions of physics
teachers in Ain Zara area, Tripoli, Libya, regarding the implementation of the practical activity book and the
use of virtual laboratories to enhance physics learning with identifying the challenges that hinder this
implementation. The study relied on the descriptive analytical approach, where data were collected through a
carefully prepared questionnaire, directed to a sample of 70 physics teachers in the Ain Zara monitoring -
Tripoli, Libya. The data were analyzed using Microsoft Excel and SPSS programs, where frequencies and
percentages were calculated and the results were represented graphically; which enhances the accuracy and
objectivity of the results. The results revealed a significant deficiency in teachers' belief in the importance of
practical activities and their direct impact on students' academic achievement. This deficiency is primarily
attributed to the lack of targeted training for teachers, which is considered one of the most significant obstacles
to the effective implementation of activities. Time factors correlated with the intensity of the curriculum and
the numerous official holidays also contributed to reducing the time available for implementing practical
activities. In addition, other challenges have emerged that hinder the integration of theoretical and practical
aspects, such as the lack of equipment in school laboratories and the weak technical support necessary to ensure
the continuity of activities. The study came up with several recommendations related to organizing
comprehensive training programs for teachers and technicians that focus on using modern technologies to
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manage practical activities effectively and improving the infrastructure of school laboratories by equipping
them with modern equipment and maintaining them regularly. The study also calls for promoting the use of
virtual laboratories by providing the necessary hardware and software, and adopting incentive policies that
encourage teachers to use these technologies. To achieve integration between practical and theoretical aspects,
the study emphasized the importance of developing curricula to include effective practical experiences, while
allocating sufficient time in class schedules for practical activities. The study also recommended reconsidering
grading policies so that scientific activities are given greater weight than is customary in academic assessment,
which would motivate teachers and students to focus on the practical aspect. Finally, this study represents a
qualitative step toward developing physics teaching methods, highlighting the urgent need to take effective
measures to address current challenges. The findings and recommendations presented constitute a fundamental
element that can be relied upon to improve educational outcomes, contributing to the preparation of a generation
of students capable of adapting to the demands of the modern era.

Keywords: Practical Activity, Modern Education, Virtual Laboratories, Ain Zara Monitoring, Secondary
Stage.
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Abstract:

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s 1978 Harvard commencement speech, “A World Split Apart,” offered a profound
critique of Western liberalism and communism, highlighting their shared failure to address humanity’s moral
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rooted in justice, compassion, and personal responsibility. Unlike Western secularism or communist
materialism, Islam harmonizes religious and political systems, prioritizing divine guidance as the foundation
for human fulfillment. By addressing both the moral decline of liberalism and the spiritual void of
communism, this paper argues that Islam provides a balanced path forward, aligning human aspirations with
ethical and spiritual wisdom.
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I. Introduction

In 1978, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, a Russian novelist, historian and a Nobel laureate in
literature, delivered a famous commencement speech at Harvard University, titled “A World
Split Apart,” where he laid out his deep concerns regarding both Western liberalism and
communism. He specifically addressed the ideological divide between the United States and
the Soviet Union, emphasizing that although violent conflict between the two forces is
avoided, their fundamental ideological differences persist. Solzhenitsyn’s critique basically
tackled two major points, the first had to do with the moral and spiritual decline in the
West, driven by materialism, individualism, and a lack of spiritual wisdom. He warned that
the focus on material prosperity had weakened any meaningful connection to higher moral
values. The second point Solzhenitsyn emphasized was how communism had led to
oppression and atheistic governance that ignored the human need for spiritual fulfillment.
His speech raised questions about the future of civilization, urging both ideological sides to
reconsider their foundational principles. He called for a spiritual awakening and a
reevaluation of human values to address deeper crises beyond material wealth and

ideological conflict.

The current paper addresses Solzhenitsyn’s critique of both Western liberalism and
communism by proposing the Islamic law as a comprehensive solution to what he referred
to as ‘the crises’ that he identified in these systems. Solzhenitsyn highlights how Western
liberalism, with its focus on individualism and material success, often neglects the moral
and spiritual wisdom required for human fulfillment. In contrast, communism, while
seeking equality, suppresses personal freedoms and overlooks the importance of spiritual
needs. Islam offers a third alternative, integrating the spiritual and material dimensions of
life, and providing a balanced moral framework rooted in justice, compassion, and personal
responsibility. Unlike Western secularism or the materialism inherent in communism, Islam
is structured as both a religion and a political system, one that accommodates local
traditions while promoting religious freedom (Esposito, 2011, p. 39). Islam prioritizes moral
values over material concerns, asserting that true happiness is derived from wisdom and
knowledge grounded in divine guidance. This paper seeks to demonstrate how Islam’s
holistic approach addresses the ideological and moral voids identified by Solzhenitsyn,

offering a sustainable path forward for both individual and societal well-being.
II. Solzhenitsyn’s Critique of Western Liberalism

As stated in his Harvard commencement speech, Solzhenitsyn argued that Western
society had become overly focused on individual rights and material prosperity at the
expense of its spiritual foundations, resulting in a spiritual vacuum that he described as a
crisis that the West failed to approach. Solzhenitsyn observed that “the Western world has
lost its civil courage, both as a whole and separately, in each country” (Solzhenitsyn, 1978,
p- 12). He believed that this had led to an overemphasis on personal freedoms, which
ultimately undermined the collective sense of responsibility and moral order. Similarly,

Huntington (2004, p. 23) noted that Western societies risked social fragmentation and a loss
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of cultural coherence and collective responsibility as a result of prioritizing individualism.
Solzhenitsyn (1978, p. 7) pointed out that the “Western way of life” had increasingly become
synonymous to a pursuit of happiness that lacked spiritual meaning, and was replaced by
materialism, consumerism, and individualism. He indicated that this shift reflected a
detachment from traditional values and a dangerous emphasis on material progress at the

expense of the human soul.

Contrary to De Tocqueville’s (2003, p. 53) perception of people’s sovereignty being
fundamental to the political laws of the United States where it is openly recognized and
enshrined in law, Solzhenitsyn’s central criticism was that Western liberalism had distorted
the concept of freedom, reducing it to the pursuit of individual autonomy and consumerism
while neglecting spiritual and moral growth. In other words, the extreme emphasis on
individual autonomy in the Western regime has led to social fragmentation and hence
disintegrated the public sphere because it undermined moral life which is required as a
major component alongside political life. Additionally, Solzhenitsyn observed that the
elevation of individual rights above collective moral obligations led to a society where
individuals felt entitled to do as they pleased, without concern for the consequences to the
larger community (Solzhenitsyn 1978, p. 8). Solzhenitsyn’s critique was not of freedom itself,
but of a freedom that had been divorced from responsibility and the higher moral purpose.
This critique aligns with Fukuyama’s concerns about the limitations of liberal democracies,
which fail to provide a meaningful moral vision beyond individual rights and economic
advancement (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 58). For Solzhenitsyn, the West’s embrace of secularism
further exacerbated this problem, as societies abandoned religious traditions that once

provided moral and ethical guidance (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 16; Fukuyama, 2022, p. 60).

Solzhenitsyn was particularly concerned about the West’s fixation on material wealth
and economic growth, which he saw as overshadowing the more profound spiritual and
ethical concerns. He argued that the West’s capitalist framework, which is entrenched by
the struggle to maintain dominance in the face of rising alternative powers (Kotkin, pp. 9-
13), had led to an obsession with personal success and comfort, which ultimately hollowed
out society’s sense of meaning and community and that “material abundance begins to
suffocate spiritual life” (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 22). Likewise, Lewis (2002, p. 88) discussed
how the prioritization of economic success in Western societies often came at the expense of
human dignity and moral responsibility. This critique reflects Solzhenitsyn’s fear that the
relentless pursuit of wealth would lead to a society that is spiritually impoverished, where
individuals are isolated and disconnected from both their communities and their inner

selves (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 24).

In addition to the decline of spiritual life in the Western regime, Solzhenitsyn
emphasized that secularism is one addition to the West’s moral crisis. In contrast to An-
Naim (2008, p. 1), who advocates for the separation of religion and the state in multi-
religious communities to prevent any one religion from dominating public life, Solzhenitsyn

viewed Western secularism as an ideology that had sidelined religion and spirituality,
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leaving Western societies deprived of any meaningful sense of purpose. According to Makky
(2017, p. 48), religion has been separated from daily life in the West, accepting the primacy
of science over faith. As a result, religious practice has been relegated to a personal domain,

restricted spatially to places of worship and temporally to designated prayer times.

Solzhenitsyn asserts that without the guidance of a higher power or moral authority,
the West had placed its faith in human reason and science, but this had resulted in the
neglect of humanity’s deeper spiritual needs (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 9). This argument is
supported by Huntington’s (2004, p. 78) assessment that the West’s embrace of secularism
and materialism has distorted its moral foundations. Similarly, De Tocqueville (2003, p. 45)
argued that the West’s focus on individualism at the expense of collective spiritual values
has led to a fractured society. Although Solzhenitsyn’s views are contrasted by De Spinoza
(2001, p. 73) who emphasizes the importance of state control over religious practices to
maintain social order, Esposito (2016, p. 126) states that the decline of spiritual life in

secular societies exacerbates moral decay and the search for deeper existential meaning.

In addition to the marginalization of religion in the West, Solzhenitsyn critiqued the
West’s political systems, particularly its overreliance on legalism and bureaucracy. He
argued that Western societies had placed excessive trust in their legal institutions,
mistakenly believing that law alone could resolve all societal issues. This “legalistic life”, as
the term is coined by Solzhenitsyn (1978, p. 10), led to an overregulation of human
behavior, where individuals adhered to rules without developing an internal moral compass.
Fukuyama (2022, p. 32) similarly notes that the West’s legal frameworks have often
overshadowed deeper moral considerations, contributing to societal fragmentation. In such
a system, individuals were no longer motivated by virtue but by a desire to avoid legal
transgressions. As a result, Western societies, as observed by Huntington (2004, p. 75),
prioritized legal compliance over personal responsibility and ethical behavior, fostering
moral decay. This argument reflects a broader concern about the loss of cultural coherence

and collective purpose within liberal democracies (Zakaria 2007, p. 54).

Solzhenitsyn (1978, p. 28) emphasized the importance of returning to spiritual values,
arguing that freedom must be understood as a responsibility rooted in moral principles. He
argued that without this foundation, societies risk losing direction and descending into
chaos. Similarly, Fukuyama (2022, p. 64) stated that liberal democracies lack moral
frameworks, suggesting that a purely materialistic view of freedom weakens social cohesion.
Both thinkers called for Western societies to integrate spiritual values into their political and

social systems to prevent any possible moral decay that could defect social harmony.

Based on the discussion above, it can be stated that Solzhenitsyn criticized Western
liberalism for its lack of spiritual depth, emphasizing that while it achieved economic and
political success, it failed to provide a meaningful framework for life. For Solzhenitsyn,
excessive materialism and individualism have led to a crisis of meaning. This loss of
spiritual values in the West lays the foundation for exploring Islam’s potential as a solution

to the crises Solzhenitsyn identified. Islam offers a more balanced approach by integrating
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both spiritual and material dimensions, addressing the moral deficiencies of Western

liberalism by focusing on justice, community, and spiritual fulfillment.
III. Solzhenitsyn’s Critique of Communism and Its Spiritual Void

In addition to criticizing Western liberalism in his Harvard speech, Solzhenitsyn also
criticized the spiritual and moral shortcomings of communism. He stated that communism,
particularly as practiced in the Soviet Union, was marked by a profound rejection of
spiritual values, replacing them with a materialistic and atheistic worldview. Solzhenitsyn
emphasized that communism’s denial of the existence of a higher moral authority ultimately
led to a society “devoid of any higher ideal beyond materialist success” (Solzhenitsyn, 1978,
p- 32). This is confirmed by Fukuyama (2022, p. 45), who criticizes communism for failing to
recognize the human need for spiritual satisfaction, claiming that its emphasis on economic
equality ignores individuals’ deeper moral and existential concerns. The materialism

doctrine of Communism does not allow for personal morality (Lewis, 2002, p. 91).

Communist societies, while economically advanced, share similar moral degradation of
social behavior with capitalism. Communism’s rejection of religion and spirituality resulted
in a hollow society where individuals were alienated not only from each other but also from
their own humanity. Solzhenitsyn argued that the Soviet system destroyed the moral and
ethical frameworks that religion traditionally provided. As such, Solzhenitsyn said that
without religion, single individuals are free to pursue power, money, and dominion at the
expense of others (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 34). This critique is similar to Lewis’s (2002, p. 91)
observation that communism’s atheistic foundation leaves a vacuum where moral values
and social cohesion should reside. In other words, both capitalism and communism are

systems which dehumanize individuals by promoting consumerism and intellectual tyranny.

Solzhenitsyn also pointed out that communism’s promise of a utopian society based
on economic equality was an illusion, one that led to tyranny and oppression rather than
freedom and justice. He argued that communist regimes, in their efforts to impose economic
equality, created authoritarian states that denied basic human freedoms. Moreover,
Solzhenitsyn highlighted that the price for economic equality was the loss of spiritual and
political freedom (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 36). Huntington similarly criticized communism for
its authoritarian characteristics, noting that its attempts to control both the economy and
the lives of individuals led to widespread suffering and disillusionment (Huntington, 2004,
p. 28). For Solzhenitsyn, the main cause of communism’s failure was its rejection of God,

which left the state as the sole arbiter of morality and justice.

In addition, Solzhenitsyn pointed out that Communism sees the individual as an
economic agent rather than a spiritual entity, depriving him/her of his/her fundamental
humanity (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 39). Fukuyama (2022, p. 50) expands on this by arguing
that communism’s failure to recognize the inherent dignity of the individual led to a culture
of repression and violence, as the state sought to control every aspect of life in its quest for
equality. Lewis (2002) adds that “Communism’s disregard for human individuality and its

pursuit of materialist equality eroded the human spirit and fostered societal decay” (p. 95).
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Solzhenitsyn believed that a society grounded in spiritual values would recognize and
uphold the intrinsic worth of every individual, something that communism, with its

materialist ideology, could never achieve (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 41; Lewis, 2002, p. 95).

Solzhenitsyn critiqued communism for its dehumanizing effects and the spiritual void
it created by prioritizing materialism over moral values. This critique aligns with Islamic
perspectives, which advocate for integrating spiritual values into governance. It can be
stated that Islam’s emphasis on justice, dignity, and spiritual fulfillment provides a viable
alternative to both communism and Western materialism (Lewis, 2002, p. 99; Fukuyama,

2022, p. 55). More discussion on this point is provided in the next section.
IV. Islam as a Solution to the Crises of Western Liberalism and Communism

Although Islam prioritizes correct actions (orthodoxy) with faith playing a key role in
guiding these actions, it is not solely based on faith. Rather, Islam is a religion that is
intertwined with politics and public life, making it challenging for Muslim majority societies
to adopt the secular principles that underlie liberal democracy. In her book, The New World
Order, Kotkin (2011, pp. 45-7) argues that while secular ideologies such as liberalism and
communism dominated the 20th century, the 21st century has witnessed a revival of
religious and cultural forces that challenge the Western-centric world order. This resurgence
of religious and cultural identities, particularly in the Muslim world can serve as a
prominent key factor in shaping the current global landscape where religious values are
increasingly seen as substitutes to the materialism and moral relativism associated with

Western liberalism.

Islam provides an alternative worldview that addresses the moral and spiritual crises
inherent in both Western liberalism and communism. Unlike these secular ideologies, Islam
offers a holistic framework that integrates the spiritual and the material, the individual and
the collective, and the moral and the legal. In this regard, Islam is proposed as a potential
solution, offering a middle ground that might address the failures of both liberalism and
communism. Islam emphasizes both the importance of personal responsibility and the
necessity of a moral community. Abou El Fadl (2004, p. 33) asserts that moral

accountability and the balance between rights and duties are central in Islam.

The focus on divine justice ensures that individual freedom does not come at the
expense of moral decay or societal breakdown, a problem that Solzhenitsyn identified in the
West. Esposito (2016, p. 45) emphasizes that Islam’s comprehensive approach connects
individuals to the broader community by embedding ethical responsibilities within a
framework of divine moral order. This perspective provides a coherent alternative to the
fractured moral foundation in both liberalism and communism which struggles to maintain
their moral foundation when they lack religious or higher ethical principles to provide

direction (Zakaria, 2007, p. 47).

Islam provides a spiritual foundation absent in both communism and liberalism by
emphasizing submission to the divine which instills a higher purpose and a moral direction

that transcends human limitations. As argued by Esposito (2016, p. 45) and Abou El Fadl
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(2004, p. 38) , Islam provides a comprehensive framework for life, integrating faith with
governance, justice, and personal conduct. This integration challenges the secular
separation of religion and public life, which Solzhenitsyn criticized in both the West and the
East. Likewise, Feldman (2008, p. 16) argues that Sharia provides a paradigm in which

divine justice and societal welfare are not mutually exclusive, but rather interdependent.

The Islamic law (Sharia) upholds the ideals of justice, equity, and moral responsibility
by offering a structure for both individual rights and public prosperity, striking a balance
that neither liberalism nor communism have achieved (Feldman (2008, p. 18). According to
Khadduri (2006, p. 79), the emphasis on justice in Islam is not merely a legal obligation but

a divine command that seeks to protect the rights of both individuals and the community.

Furthermore, Islam provides a governance model that avoids both communism’s
authoritarianism and liberalism’s unbridled freedom. Khadduri (2006, p. 78) argues that
Islamic political theory attempts to construct a just society by implementing Sharia, which
regulates both the ruler and the ruled, guaranteeing that justice prevails in both the public
and private domains. This contrasts with the secular approaches of communism and
liberalism, which either centralize power in the hands of the state or leave administration
entirely to human decision-making without regard for a higher moral order (Roy, 2007, p.
54). Barber (1992, p. 58) elaborates by stating that in the modern world, the inability of
liberal and communist institutions to fulfill people’s need for spiritual guidance has resulted

in political and moral instability.

One more point to discuss is that Islam provides a vision of human happiness and
fulfillment that is based on spiritual understanding and wisdom rather than worldly
prosperity or political influence. In Islam, true happiness comes from living in line with the
divine’s will and pursuing knowledge of Him, rather than from wealth or prestige. As stated
by Zakaria (2007, p. 62), Islam’s emphasis on both the spiritual knowledge and the practical
one offers a route to personal and societal fulfillment that goes beyond the constraints of
both Western liberalism and communism. The Islamic notion of happiness (sa’adah)
encompasses both personal spiritual progress and the quest of social justice and peace,
providing a comprehensive answer to the crises outlined by Solzhenitsyn in both the West
and the East. Ibn Khaldun’s (1986, p. 21) thoughts on the role of knowledge and wisdom in
the formation of both human character and society sheds more light on Islam’s ability to
foster a fulfilled and just community. Along these lines, de Spinoza ( 2001, pp. 216-8)
asserts in his book A Theological-Political Treatise that genuine happiness is derived from
wisdom and the pursuit of knowledge, rather than from a sense of superiority over others.
He emphasizes that divine law, rooted in the love and understanding of God, constitutes the

highest good and the ultimate source of human fulfillment.
V. The Role of Sharia in Addressing Modern Crises

Sharia, or Islamic law which guides both individual and societal behavior, provides a
comprehensive legal and moral framework that tackles the flaws of both Western liberalism

and Communism. Moral relativism prevails as a supreme element in liberal countries, where
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the law frequently reflects human desires rather than divine decrees, resulting in the
erosion of ethical standards. In contrast, Sharia provides a legal framework where justice is
based on divine revelation, ensuring justice and accountability that transcends human
desires or subjective judgment (Feldman, 2008, p. 20). This is confirmed by Fukuyama
(2022, p. 34), who claims that divine guidance ensures consistency in justice, which is

sometimes overlooked in legal frameworks as a liberal component.

In a similar vein, Communism’s shortcomings stem from its inability to strike a
balance between collective benefit and individual freedom. While Communism seeks to
promote equality, it frequently results in the repression of personal liberty in favor of
government authority. However, Islamic law emphasizes that personal rights are protected
while also considering the welfare of the society, hence sustaining social cohesion
(Khadduri, 2006, p. 85). This balance of individual liberty and community responsibility is
critical for avoiding the authoritarianism of Communist regimes, in which the state
frequently subsumes the person altogether. Esposito (2016, p. 57) indicates that Islamic law
acknowledges individual autonomy while putting it within a larger moral framework that

helps the community hold together as one unit.

Furthermore, the function of justice in Sharia is substantial for rectifying societal
injustices that exist in both liberal and communist systems. Liberalism frequently fails on
addressing structural inequities, allowing the powerful to exploit the weak. Sharia addresses
this by incorporating justice into all aspects of the law, ensuring that all segments of society
are equally accountable. Abou El Fadl (2004, p. 36) highlights that Islamic jurisprudence is
based on the idea of equality, which ensures that the law serves the interests of the
marginalized as well as the powerful. This emphasis on justice is critical in constructing a
society in which power is balanced with moral responsibility, a major concern in both liberal
and communist regimes because justice is frequently skewed in favor of the state or the
elite. Although Sharia is not idealistically implemented in Muslim states, more specifically
since the term °‘political Islam’ was introduced in the early sixties of the last century to
describe Wahhabisim (Khalidi, 2020, p. 103), it is adaptable enough to be integrated into
modern governance, with law actions enforced but freedom of mind and judgment

guaranteed. This is consistent with democratic norms as it fosters social harmony.

In contrast to Communism’s rejection of spiritual values, Sharia puts spirituality at
the heart of law and administration. Sharia sees law as an extension of divine will, with
spiritual and ethical issues taking precedence. Esposito (2016, p. 67) elaborates on this by
stating that Islamic law does not separate the material from the spiritual; rather, it
incorporates faith into governance, guaranteeing that human practices are in line with
divine objectives. This integration promotes a society in which laws not only regulate human
behavior but also guide individuals toward spiritual and moral fulfillment, which is not met

in both liberal and communist frameworks (Lewis, 2002, p. 102).

The implementation of Sharia also addresses the issue of governance, providing a

model that shuns the authoritarianism of Communism and the moral relativism of
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Liberalism. Under Communism, power is concentrated in the hands of the state, often
resulting in oppression. Liberalism, on the other hand, frequently lacks the moral
framework to regulate leaders’ actions effectively. Sharia offers a solution by mandating that
rulers are accountable both to the people and to the divine. As explained by Khadduri
(2006, p. 93), Islamic government is founded on the tenets of consultation and moral
responsibility, which ensure that leaders behave justly and in compliance with the divine
law. This maintains a balance of power where leaders do not possess the absolute freedom

to act on personal whims but are guided by a higher ethical and spiritual mandate.

The role of Sharia in governance is best explained by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah.
In his book, Al-Siyasah al-Shar’iyyah (the legitimate policy), Ibn Taymiyyah emphasizes that
governance should fundamentally be rooted in justice (‘adl) and the welfare of the public
(maslaha), which he regards as the ultimate objectives of any Islamic ruler. He also explains
that governance is not a platform for personal or factional interests, but a divine trust that
rulers must exercise responsibly. He asserts that when rulers prioritize justice, they are
fulfilling their primary obligation, as justice is the foundation of a stable and just society. He
writes, “God supports the just state even if it is non-Muslim, and He does not support the
unjust state even if it is Muslim” (Ibn Taymiyyah, 2005, p. 37). This emphasizes the non-

negotiable nature of justice in Islamic governance under the Sharia law.

In addition to Ibn Taymiyyah, Sharia attracts the attention of some Western
intellectuals who view Sharia law as feasible and beneficial as it aligns with liberal legal
principles. Feldman (2008, p. 32) discusses the controversial topic of incorporating Sharia
law into modern legal systems in the West, focusing on family law issues such as marriage
and divorce. Feldman, and later Makky (2017, p. 74) claim that there is a widespread
misunderstanding in the West about the true character of Sharia, which is frequently linked
with harsh punishments and oppression which, as he stresses, were also practiced in many
Western legal systems, especially during earlier periods. Makky (2017, p. 74) examines
instances of violent practices historically present in the West, including torture, the slave
trade, and the eradication of indigenous populations, along with the suppression of
numerous cultural identities. Despite these occurrences, Islam continues to be
predominantly accused of violence. Such a perception is a stigma that reflects ignorance of
the broader components of Islamic law that are consistent with liberal ideas. Feldman
(2008, p. 45) clarifies that such harsh punishments are rarely implemented in practice
because Islamic law requires an extremely high standard of proof before such punishments

can be carried out.

One final point to discuss in this paper is the Sharia’s approach to economic justice.
The role of Sharia in economic policy confronts yet another shortcoming of both
Communism and Liberalism in managing wealth and resources. Under Communism, the
state’s control over resources frequently results in inefficiency and corruption, whereas
Liberalism allows for excessive disparity. Solzhenitsyn (1978, p. 43) argues that

Communism impoverishes the majority while Liberalism enriches the elite, resulting in
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societal division and instability. Contrary to these practices, Sharia proposes an economic
system that encourages both individual initiative and social responsibility. Zakaria (2007, p.
72) underlines that Islamic law requires economic redistribution through systems such as
the mandatory Zakat (charitable contributions) and the optional Sadagah (donations),
guaranteeing that the poor and needy are provided for while individuals can profit. This
balanced strategy promotes both economic progress and social welfare, ensuring that wealth
benefits the common good rather than being concentrated in the hands of a few or wholly

controlled by the state (Roy, 2007, p. 34).

Based on this discussion, it can be stated that Sharia provides a comprehensive
framework for addressing moral, spiritual, and legal issues where Western liberalism and
Communism fall short. It combines divine law with governance, securing justice for
individuals and society while encouraging economic fairness. Solzhenitsyn underlined that
modern society issues derive from a divergence between human laws and higher moral
principles, which Sharia aims to bridge by giving a system based on divine justice and

answers that secular ideologies lack.
VI. The Spiritual Foundation of Islamic Law and Its Contrast with Secularism

One important component of Sharia is its spiritual base, which stands in stark
contrast to the secularism of Western liberalism and Communism. Sharia is based on the
notion that law is a manifestation of the divine will, providing a superior moral and ethical
foundation for administration and human behavior. Unlike secular legal systems, which are
founded on human reasoning and social contracts, Islamic law is legitimated by a higher
authority. As Esposito (2016, p. 45) indicates, unlike secular law, Islamic law links believers
to God’s ultimate authority, which is beyond human legislative practices. This divine power
assures that Sharia is based on eternal principles, providing morally good and spiritually
aligned solutions to the goal of human existence. Abou El Fadl (2004, p. 50) highlights that
Islamic law is inextricably related to divine principles, ensuring that human activities are
judged not by worldly criteria, but by everlasting truths. This spiritual foundation opposes
secular systems, which lack transcendental roots, resulting in what Fukuyama (2022, p. 72)

describes as a “moral vacuum” in governance.

The tension between the spiritual foundation of Sharia and the secularism of liberal
democracy is captured by Filali-Ansary’s term “strange companions” (2003, p. 233). In The
Challenge of Secularism, Filali-Ansary (2003, p. 233) explains that while both systems aim
for governance and justice, their foundational principles are vastly different, making them
uneasy partners in any political framework. Liberal democracy is based on secular
principles that emphasize individual freedom, equality, and the separation of religion from
politics. In contrast, Islam integrates spiritual guidance with legal and political governance,
particularly through Sharia, which seeks to align societal laws with divine commands.
Furthermore, unlike Christianity, Islam has not experienced the privatization of religion, a
defining feature of secular societies. Consequently, concerns arise over whether Muslim

societies can develop governance models that uphold religious values while embracing the
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pluralism and individual freedom characteristic of liberal democracy. Secularism is often
seen as a threat to the moral and spiritual order upheld by Islamic teachings, further
complicating the potential reconciliation between these two frameworks (Filali-Ansary, 2003,
p- 235-236).

The contrast between Sharia’s spiritual emphasis and secularism’s focus on individual
autonomy and freedom from religious constraints manifests in their approaches to morality.
Secularism often leaves morality to individual interpretation, resulting in moral relativism,
which can weaken societal cohesion. In contrast, Sharia provides an alternative by
establishing moral norms based on divine revelation, making ethics a matter of community
and divine commitment rather than personal opinion (Abou El Fadl, 2004, p. 50). This
collective perspective is essential for maintaining community cohesion through shared
moral norms—an aspect that is often lacking in secular systems, where individual rights

tend to overshadow communal welfare (Zakaria, 2007, p. 112).

Moreover, the spiritual dimension of Sharia ensures that justice is more than
retribution or enforcement; it also includes compassion and charity. Secular legal systems,
which rely mainly on punitive measures, usually lack this moral depth. Khadduri (2006, p.
102) discusses that Islamic jurisprudence prioritizes the balance between mercy and justice,
acknowledging human fallibility while supporting moral rectitude. This balance is crucial to
understanding Sharia’s holistic nature, in which law serves as a tool for both moral and
spiritual development, rather than as a purely legal mechanism. This indicates that the lack
of moral subtlety is inherent in systems where morality is divorced from spirituality,

reducing justice to mere legality.

The emphasis on divine law in Sharia also implies that government and legal
institutions are inherently linked to spiritual commitments, contrasting with secular
systems where the state often removes itself from religion. This separation, as Filali-Ansary
(2003, p. 235) suggests, exacerbates the tension between Islam and liberal democracy. In
secular governance, this divergence can result in a lack of moral accountability, as leaders
are not bound by spiritual ideals. In contrast, Sharia ensures that rulers are accountable to
both the people and God, providing a dual layer of responsibility that is often absent in
purely secular regimes (Feldman, 2008, p. 23). Shariati (2000, p. 320) further argues that
Islamic ethical administration is based on divine law, which provides a consistent norm for
justice and leadership that is beyond human capacity of reasoning and moral relativism

(Abou El Fadl, 2004, p. 54, 67; Huntington, 2004, p. 98).

Furthermore, Sharia’s spiritual foundation addresses the alienation and existential
crises that plague modern secular societies. Both Liberalism and Communism prioritize
material prosperity as the ultimate goal of human life, often at the expense of spiritual
fulfillment. In contrast, Sharia prioritizes spiritual well-being as the foundation of human
existence. Esposito (2016, p. 68) states that Islamic law encourages believers to pursue both

worldly achievement and spiritual salvation, ensuring that material concerns do not eclipse
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the greater purpose of life. This balanced approach fosters a sense of meaning and purpose

that is often lacking in secular societies, where economic and material interests dominate.

VII. The Role of Community and Social Justice in Islamic Law

A central tenet of Sharia that sets it apart from Western legal systems is its
foundational emphasis on community and social justice. While Western legal systems,
particularly those founded on liberal democracy, frequently highlight individual rights,
Sharia acknowledges the inherent connection of individuals within a society. This
community perspective is essential for improving social welfare and ensuring that justice is
pursued in a manner that benefits society as a whole. As highlighted by Abou El Fadl (2004,
p. 67), Islamic law encompasses both individual rights and societal responsibilities. Such a
perspective is consistent with the notion that justice must transcend individual interests in
order to cover the communal good, which contrasts significantly with Western secular
frameworks that frequently prioritize personal liberties and autonomy (Fukuyama, 2022, p.
134). In this way, Sharia’s legal and social systems complement one another to prioritize

society’s overall well-being.

One example of commitment to social justice in Sharia is the practice of Zakat. Unlike
the voluntary charity encouraged in many secular societies, Zakat is regarded as a
mandatory act of worshiping and a moral obligation intended at redistributing wealth to
benefit the less fortunate. According to Esposito (2016, p. 123), Zakat is a form of wealth
redistribution that ensures the wealthiest contribute to the well-being of the poor and
disenfranchised. This mandated approach to charity not only ensures that the material
needs of the less fortunate are satisfied, but it also helps create strong community
relationships and social solidarity. In contrast, the voluntary nature of charity in secular
societies often leaves gaps in social safety nets, highlighting a key distinction between the

Islamic model and liberal democratic practices (Feldman, 2008, p. 42).

Sharia’s communal perspective extends to legal proceedings, where community
participation is critical in delivering justice. Shura (consultation) is an important aspect of
decision-making in traditional Islamic legal systems, allowing local populations to engage in
conflict resolution. This involvement develops a sense of ownership and accountability, in
contrast to Western legal systems, which are typically impersonal and bureaucratic, leaving
citizens alienated from the court process. The community’s involvement in decision-making
promotes a sense of ownership and accountability (Solzhenitsyn, 1978, p. 54). This
paradigm of justice assures that judicial processes are not isolated from society norms, but
rather are profoundly ingrained in the community’s moral and ethical framework (Khadduri,

2006, p. 98).

One more principle included in the Sharia is justice which, contrary to wrongful
beliefs in the West (Feldman, 2008, p. 32), is not merely punitive. Sharia promotes a
restorative approach to justice, which aims to heal and restore societal balance rather than

simply punishing offenders. This restorative justice notion contrasts with the retributive
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models seen in many secular legal systems, where punishment is frequently used as the
primary means of addressing crime. According to Khadduri (2006, p. 76), Islamic
jurisprudence typically strives to rehabilitate offenders rather than solely punishing them,
emphasizing the need of societal reconciliation. The emphasis on restoration and
rehabilitation reflects a deeper understanding of human nature and the significance of
forgiveness in Islamic law, reinforcing the notion that justice should ultimately serve to

preserve rather than fragment the social fabric (Abou El Fadl, 2004, p. 72).

Sharia incorporates specialized procedures, such as Hadd penalties, to redress
serious societal injustices while maintaining due process and ensuring that justice is
delivered equally. These sanctions, which are designed to serve as a deterrent for significant
offenses, are not imposed arbitrarily; they must meet strict evidentiary criteria and aim to
maintain society’s moral fiber. According to Feldman (2008), “Hadd punishments are
intended to be a last resort, applied only under specific conditions to uphold the moral
fabric of society” (p. 38). The balance between deterrence and due process in Islamic law
demonstrates a complex approach to justice that tries to preserve both individual rights and
the community’s well-being, in contrast to the more punitive approaches seen in many

secular legal systems (Soroush, 2000, p. 184).

Sharia promotes communal and social justice, valuing group well-being over personal
gain. It promotes social responsibility and dispute settlement by implementing methods
such as Zakat and Shura. This approach differs from the individualistic and punitive nature
of secular legal systems, providing a more balanced and integrated form of government and
justice (Esposito, 2016, p. 120; Khadduri, 2006, p. 79; Abou El Fadl, 2004, p. 68).

VIII. The Compatibility of Sharia with Liberal Democracy

The question over Sharia’s compatibility with liberal democracy is becoming
increasingly central in modern global debates. Sharia supporters believe that it is naturally
adaptive and can coexist with democratic values, highlighting its ability to achieve justice,
equality, and communal welfare. Abou El Fadl (2004, p. 32) states that Sharia’s adaptation
to modern democratic circumstances stems from its ethical framework, which promotes
justice and communal welfare. Similarly, Roy (2007, p. 150) argues that Islamic law, when
applied in a modern context, can promote democratic administration by emphasizing justice
and human rights. These perspectives dispute the widely held belief that Sharia is
fundamentally incompatible with democracy, arguing instead that Sharia and democratic
ideals can coexist and even reinforce one another to build a more equal and just society

(Diamond et al., 2003, p. 56).

Critics, however, frequently highlight Sharia’s alleged authoritarian characteristics,
which appear to contradict democratic norms. Huntington (2004, p. 195) believes that the
battle of civilizations will be waged over the universality of human rights. In this way,
different interpretations of Sharia may cause problems within liberal democratic settings. De
Spinoza (2001, p. 72) confirms that prioritizing personal commentaries over Scriptural

authority results in theological conflicts and distortions. In this regard, conservative or
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severe interpretations of Sharia, which limit individual freedoms, raise issues about its
conformity with democratic ideals including the freedom of speech, gender equality, and
religious pluralism (Feldman, 2008, p. 22). The inconsistencies between traditional Islamic
law and liberal democratic norms originate from differing perspectives on the role of the
person as an individual and the state (Fukuyama, 2022, p. 94). As a result, much of the
dispute focuses on the interpretation and application of Sharia rather than its basic

essence.

Furthermore, the historical context of Islamic government provides important insights
regarding Sharia’s potential to adapt to democratic systems. Early Islamic governance was
based on democratic concepts such as Shura and community consensus (Lewis, 2002, p.
140). Islamic tradition of consultation reflects democratic norms, implying that governance
can be participatory and inclusive. Such practices contradict Fukuyama’s (2022) perception
of liberal democracy which, as he explains, focuses on procedural justice rather than
substantive justice, resulting in more alienation of the marginalized groups and the failure
of the liberal system to deliver on its promises. The historical precedent of Sharia democracy
suggests that contemporary interpretations of Sharia may draw on similar participatory
traditions to promote compatibility with modern democratic values. This viewpoint is
supported by Khadduri (2006, p. 84), who argues that Islamic law, through the concept of
Shura, has the flexibility to be compatible with participatory governance forms found in

democratic societies.

In many Muslim-majority states, the struggle for democratization has frequently
coincided with requests for a more contextualized view of Sharia. It is argued that the
Middle Eastern democratization process has encouraged a reevaluation of Islamic law,
resulting in a more progressive reading consistent with democratic values (Diamond et al.,
2003, p. 99). This reevaluation reflects a growing realization among Muslim scholars and
activists that Sharia can be adapted to address contemporary social challenges such as
gender inequality, civil rights, and social justice, strengthening democratic discourse (An-
Naim, 2008, p. 145). Similarly, Abou El Fadl (2004, p. 59) believes that an ethical approach
to Sharia, based on justice and human dignity, can bring together Islamic law and

democratic government.

This leads to an important consideration regarding the role of civil society in Muslim-
majority countries, a crucial factor in shaping the discourse surrounding Sharia and
democracy. Debates arose about how Islamic law can coexist with democratic norms while
confronting authoritarian interpretations (Soroush, 2000, p. 67). Such debates aim to find a
connection between the historic interpretations of Sharia and current democratic goals,
paving the way for more thorough understandings of both concepts (Feldman, 2008, p. 30).
Furthermore, as Zakaria (2007, p. 122) observes, civil society plays an important role in
reconciling democratic norms with Islamic beliefs, assisting in the development of a

coherent framework for government that effectively embraces both concepts.
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The compatibility of Sharia with liberal democracy is a complex subject that
necessitates a contextualized approach. While criticisms of Sharia’s authoritarian
characteristics are justified, they frequently ignore the possibilities for reform and

adaptation inherent in Islamic law (Manent, 2003, p. 115).

XI. Conclusion

By addressing Solzhenitsyn’s concerns about the feasibility and efficiency of the
Capitalist and Communist systems, this study has shown that the Sharia Islamic law can
function as a moral and spiritual corrective to the shortcomings of the two political systems.
Generally, Sharia is not a single unified system, but rather a collection of interpretations
and actions, some of which can be aligned with democratic values when properly

contextualized.

A fundamental finding of this study is that Sharia law has the potential to positively
contribute to democratic governance and social cohesion by evaluating it through a
framework of adaptation and contextual relevance. The task is to engage critically with the
complexity and opportunities of Sharia rather than just adopting or rejecting it. Such a
thorough and meticulous perspective promotes a more fruitful discourse that moves beyond
binary oppositions between Islamic law and democratic ideals, creating opportunities for

cohabitation and mutual benefit.

Furthermore, the role of civil society, inclusive governance, and the historical
traditions of consultation within Islamic philosophy all have considerable potential to
advance democratic norms. Engaging with these factors can help modify Islamic law in ways
that are consistent with current human rights standards while also respecting Muslim
communities’ cultural and religious identities. Thus, the case for compatibility is grounded
in actual routes to constructing a just and equitable society, rather than being purely

theoretical.
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Abstract:

This study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of implementing corporate governance principles in Libyan
banks and their role in reducing banking risks. It analyzed the impact of governance on operational risk,
liquidity risk, credit risk, and the level of regulatory compliance. The study adopted a descriptive analytical
approach, based on a review of relevant literature and the design of a questionnaire to collect primary data
from employees of commercial bank branches operating in the city of Sirte, namely: Wahda Bank,
Commercial Bank, Sahara Bank, Jumhouria Bank, Trade and Development Bank, and North Africa Bank.
The sample was selected based on the similarity in the regulatory and cultural environments of Libyan banks,
taking into account the difficulty of conducting a comprehensive survey of the entire population. The results
revealed a statistically significant positive relationship between the application of governance principles and
the reduction of banking risks, reflecting the importance of enhancing governance practices as an effective
tool for risk management and supporting banking stability.

Keywords: Banking Governance < Governance Principles, Banking Risks, Operational Risk, Liquidity Risk,
Credit Risk.
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Abstract:

This paper sheds light on the manifestations of European geopolitical competition over Libya's policy, and
the extent of its impact on the country throughout the current history. Libya is a country of strategic
importance by virtue of its geographical location overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, its large area and its
rich natural resources in general and crude oil in particular. This is what He made it to be the focus of
European attention and competition, seeking to establish political relations with Libya, despite the fact that
these relations are distinguished by disagreements, tension, instability and crises, which led to entering into a
military confrontation in order to change the policy of the Libyan regime in accordance with its political
interests. The study examines the intensification of the European competition over Libya, highlighting the
dimensions, repercussions and international positions on the competition, and the extent of its impact on
Libya's politics.

Keywords: European Competition, Manifestations Of Competition, The Repercussions Of International
Competition On Libya, Libya's Policy.
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Abstract:

Corporate governance has become one of the most important systems in all organizations worldwide. With
the increase in conflict between agency parties and their conflicting interests, and the collapse of trust in the
financial data published through the financial statements of economic units, these units have begun to
consider finding solutions to limit hidden costs, which have become a constant concern for economic units.
These solutions are needed to reduce these costs, which are difficult to measure and controlThese economic
units did not find a deterrent to these costs other than the corporate governance system, which defines the
relationships and powers between the various parties in the economic unit, and which the management of the
economic unit sees as a line of defense to limit hidden costs. The economic unit tries to build a protective
wall, not an obstacle, to limit hidden costs, but rather to reduce these costs to their lowest level. This study
aimed to know the role of corporate governance. In reducing hidden costs and its impact on the
competitiveness of the economic institution through an applied study on the Al-Wahda Bank, Abu Issa
branch. The descriptive and analytical approach was used as the most appropriate scientific approach for the
nature of the current study, by relying on reviewing scientific research, studies and seminars that dealt with
this field and subjecting them to analysis and interpretation. The study reached several conclusions, the most
important of which is that the application of corporate governance reduces hidden costs, which positively
impacts the organization's competitiveness. It also reached several recommendations, the most important of
which was the need to incorporate the concept of corporate governance into the curriculum plans of
accounting departments at universities, with a focus on holding seminars and practical cases to explain the
practical aspects of this concept. Keywords: Corporate Governance, Hidden Costs; Financial Structure,
Economic Firm Competitiveness.
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Abstract:

The Semitic Languages are among the oldest languages, characterized by a developed and complex
morphological system .These Languages include Arabic, Hebrew, Aramaic, Akkadian , Syriac , and
Ethiopian (Amharic).They are characterized by the presence of abstract and augmented morphological forms
used to deepen meanings and expand linguistic roots.The augmented morphological forms in these languages
include different patterns.added to basic verbsto give them new meanings.some of these forms express the

intensification of the verb, some clarify aspecifc movement,some express mutual interaction, and some
express search and request.

The augmented morphological forms show how the semitic languages have influenced each other over the
ages through cultural and linguistic interaction. The development of Words and roots can be traced by
Studying theseforms and similarities. The augmented morphological forms constitute an important tool in
understanding the Semitic languages and their interrelation ships.These forms contribute to deepening
linguistic understanding and clarify how these languages developed and influenced each other.

Keywords: Augmented Forms -Morphology- Semitic Languages.
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Abstract:

The positions of the women of the Battle of Al-Tuff were evident through their participation with the men in
the various dimensions of the battle. Their accompanying of their husbands and families, and their
steadfastness and patience in enduring situations of martyrdom represented the best witness to the high status
of authentic Arab women who wrote eloquent lessons from which people can learn on the day of Ashura and
the renaissance of Hussein’s revolution against the oppressors, especially What Al-Aqgeela (Zainab, peace be
upon her) faced.

The method of “calling out” was present in women’s positions, delivering speeches, sayings, and poems to
the aggressing party, during captivity, or upon returning to the city, as required by the situation, in addition to
providing the fighters with morale and sharpening their resolve, and we find the woman (nurse) on all fronts,
especially the Ashura front. By bandaging the wounded, and the most prominent situation we mention in this
regard is (Sayyida Zainab al-Kubra’s nursing of Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon her). The administration has a
great impact on the presence of women in battle in difficult situations, as they are fully prepared for that (as is
the case in the situation of Sayyida Zainab (peace be upon her). ) And its care for the convoy of female
captives after the incident, as we learned from it crisis management in the most difficult situations, and it
confronted everything that might thwart the results of the revolution of the People of the House (peace be
upon them), preserving authentic Arab values, preserving the religion, denouncing the violation of the
sanctity of the daughters of the Islamic message, and adhering to chastity, In exchange for the sick hearts that
violated the tents and made them vulnerable to attention.

The women of Al-Taf have transformed the essence of captivity into freedom from which the real prisoners
learn lessons in steadfastness and freedom, and from the heroines of Karbala a person learns lessons in
deepening the emotional and tragic dimension of the incident. Crying and wailing add a tragic dimension to
events that were considered the calamity of eternity, and the tragedy of the people of the House of
Prophethood who were chosen by God Almighty. He singled them out to carry the message, not the rest of his
creation.

The poems in this research include what was said by the women who participated in the battle, and what the
poets of the Abbasid era said in describing their decisive role in the victory.

Keywords: Altaff Women, Melhamat Altaff, AQilat Bani Hashim, Abbasid Poetry.
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